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All of these objects have also acquired a new vital function — namely, that of the air, surface and underwater 
monitoring stations (see details from our colleagues in the Dual-Purpose Gas Streams). 



In the first days of the 2014 Crimea occupation, 
Russia’s special forces seized the Ukrainian 
Chornomornaftogaz offshore drilling platforms not 
only right off Crimea, but also, at the Odessa field.   
 
The annexed shelf is now guarded round-the-clock by 
a group of the Russia’s Black Sea Fleet's missile ships.  

The volume of gas produced there over the 
years of occupation has already amounted to 
about 10 billion cubic meters. 



The northwestern Black Sea. 
The occupied sea and the 
distances from the offshore 
drilling platforms on the 
Ukrainian shelf seized by the 
RF to Odesa and occupied 
Crimea  



Відстані та ризики. Північно-Західна частина Чорного моря  
The main routes of sea-going 
ships from/to the Bosporus 
strait to/from the Ukrainian 
ports on the Black Sea. They 
run between the coast of the 
Odesa region and the occupied 
part of the Ukrainian shelf 
 



The Creeping De Facto Annexation of the Black Sea 

Between July 1-12, 2019, 
during the Sea Breeze-
2019, one of the Black Sea 
exercise regions that 
stretched from the 
Ukrainian Zmiiny Island 
near Odessa coast to Cape 
Tarkhankut in Crimea was 
closed off by the Russian 
Federation by publishing 
the International Maritime 
Danger Warning. 

But as of July 24, 2019, to 
obstruct Georgian-
American Agile Spirit 
2019 training, the Russian 
Federation has closed 
already five regions in the 
Black Sea, including a 
significant area in the 
exclusive maritime 
economic zone of 
Bulgaria and Romania, 
and almost entirely the 
eastern part of the Black 
Sea from Sochi to Turkey. 

The total area of the Black Sea regions shut off by the Russian Navy in July 2019 alone 
exceeds 120,000 square kilometers, or more than ¼ of the total Black Sea area. 
Obviously, the purpose here is to gradually get everyone accustomed to the fact that the 
entire Black Sea is a zone of Russian influence, thus, gradually squeezing NATO out of the 
region. 
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The Creeping De Facto Annexation of the Black Sea 

On 2 January 2020, the 
Black Sea was blocked  
by the RF through  
the issuance of the 
international maritime 
warning NAVTEX of the 
danger related to 
conducting live fire and 
naval exercises. It looked  
as follows: 

On 9 January 2020, missile-
firing exercises, including 
hypersonic missiles firing, 
of the Black Sea and 
Northern Fleets were 
conducted with missiles 
being launched from the 
sea, air, and shore.  
 
For the first time since 
Soviet times (!), such a 
huge naval group of the RF 
participated in the 
exercises in the Black Sea: 
40 ships, submarines, and 
more than 40 planes and 
helicopters 



The Creeping De Facto Annexation of the Black Sea:  
Casus belli 

Authority: NAVAREA III 1374/19 
281203Z NOV 19  
(Ukrainian NAVY) 
 

1. Naval training from 01 DEC19 to 01 
MAR20, from 0600 UTC to 1800 UTC. In 
area bounded by:  
46-00.0N 031-41.0E,  
46-00.0N 031-54.9E , 
46-02.0N 032-17.9E, 
45-54.0N 032-35.4E, 
45-40.0N 032-22.0E.  
22. CANCEL THIS MSG on 011900UTC 
MAR 20 

Authority: NAVAREA III 134/20  
311152Z JAN 20. 
(Russian Black Sea Fleet) 
 

1. Missile and gunnery firing exercises, 
01 thru 29 FEB20, except Sundays, from 
0500 UTC to 1700 UTC. Navigation 
temporarily dangerous in area bounded 
by: 
45-42N 032-18E 
45-49N 032-28E 
45-41N 032-43E 
45-34N 032-33E 
2. CANCEL THIS MSG on 291800 UTC 
FEB20. 

from 01 DEC 2019 to 01 MAR 2020 





On 15 February 2020, the ship of the Coast Guard of the 
RF detained a boat with 4 Ukrainian fishermen in the Sea 
of Azov, arrested them, and transported them to 
occupied Crimea, to the port of Kerch 





A Project 22160 corvette Pavel Derzhavin — is the first warship 
built entirely at the Russia-seized Zaliv shipyard in Kerch since the 
occupation of Crimea. The ship was laid down on February 18, 
2016 and launched on February 21, 2019. 
 
Tonnage: 1500 t, length: 91 m, beam: 14.2 m, draft: 4.4 m. Max 
speed: 27 knots, range: 6000 miles. Autonomy: 60 days. Crew: 24. 
Weapons: 1x76 mm AK-176MA. Caliber missile container set-up 
capability. Helipad and hangar.) 
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We recommend that 
NATO should create the 

new logistics base / 
regional center for 

maritime operations in 
Constanta, Romania 
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New ships of the Russian coast guard in the Sea of Azov were relocated from the 
Northern Fleet and the Baltic Fleet (2018 – 2019) 

Threats to Ukraine in the Sea of Azov  
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In 2019, the number of 
visits of NATO ships to 
the Black Sea increased 
again 



In 2019, the number of 
visits of NATO ships to 
the Black Sea increased 
again 

January and February 2019 

January and February 2020 



Russian A2/AD 
in Crimea  

(anti-access and 
area denial)  

We recommend 
that NATO should 
create A2/AD  in 

Romania  


